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9320. The Indian Mirror is offopinion that every ‘precaution 


Seba ty tesallen tlbes, taken against further raids by the Mahsuds and 
other frontier tribes,}as the present insignificant 

attacks may any day assume serious proportions, gaa | 
2321. Again writing [ this subject ig Indian Mirror says, “ Despite 
| i : e assurances of Russia to the cont there can 
The Tibetan Mission to — __ be no doubt that the Mission had a olitical object, 
and that the result of the Mission has been the formation of an alliance between 


those two countries to their own mutual advantage and the great disadvantage 


of England, There is more in this Mission than meets the eye. Probably the © 


whole truth about it will not be Known until some time will have elapsed.” 
2322. In view of Russia’s growing power and influence in the East, 
particularly in Tibet, the Indian Mirror remarks, 


‘We cannot afford to remain a passive observer 
of the situation, but should put forth our best efforts to poe Ne our rterpeede 
against Russian machinations and designs. Professor Vamberry’s warning 
regarding Afghanistan being overrun with Russian spies, should receive every 
attention, as the Professor is a true friend of England. In the event of 
any disturbance in Afghanistan, Persia and possibly -other potentates of 
Central Asia are sure to join the Amir. 

‘The war in South Africa should be speedily terminated, and England 
should be prepared for all eventualities so far at least as India is concerned. 
If the report of the Russo-Tibetan alliance be true, Russia has accomplished 
a well-nigh impossible feat, and there is no other success she may not possibly 
achieve. Bya _ of beneficence and humanity, England should consolidate 
her Empire in the Hast, and base it on the good-will, affection and loyalty of 
the subject population.” 


Russia's designs in India. 


II.—-Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


9323, The Bengalee expresses regret for having published in the memorial 
submitted to the Viceroy by Bhyro Mull 
_ the expulsion of his son from the Dinapore Canton- 
ment, certain statements concerning Inspector Campbell which find no place in 
the amended memorial. In justice to the Inspector it reproduces the revised 
paragraph, from which it appears that Bhyro Mull withdraws his allegations 
of threat and intimidation against Inspector Campbell. | 


2324. The Behar Herald also expresses regret for having published the 

3 menorial containing the allegations against 

| — Inspector Campbell, instead of the amended one 

which was submitted to the Viceroy, and remarks, ‘Although many of the 

Dinapore people have compiained against that officer, there are several others 

who consider him an honest and hard-working man of business, and a victim 
of duty*in his zeal to rid Dinapore of bad characters.” 


~ Inspector Camptell. 


2325. Referring to the Dinapore expulsion case, the Amrita Bazar Patrika . 


ay quotes the rules authorizing Commanding Officers 
The Dinapore expulsion case. = = 54 Magistrates to remove a person from Canton- 
ment limits, and fails to gee how section 210 or 211 of the Cantonment Aet of 
1899 can apply to the case of Bissu Mull, a boy of 18 years, who has all along 
borne a a character among his neighbours, 


The char ainst 
serious that if ‘they at all true, section 211 of the Act must 
engine of oppression inthe hands of the police. Justice requires that the 
enquiry in the case should be conducted by some officer unconnected with 
Dinapore. 

aoe The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws attention to the case of Bissu 

Mull of Dinapore, and explains that it now appears 
ant the authorities were displeased with the lad robes. 
to his being guilty of some scandal’ with a European girl. The Viceroy shoul 


arding— 


. Campbell, Police Inspector, Dinapore, are so 
a terrible ~ 
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‘afy bimself as to whether the Cantonment Act authorizes expulsion for 
ak ini and if any crime was really committed, Bissu Mull snona be tried 
in the regular way in a Court of J ustice. 

His Excellency’s attention is also drawn to the Commanding Officer's 
refusal to forward Bhoyro Mull’s petition, and the extraordinary ‘way in 
which the case was sought to be hushed up. : 

Inspector Campbell should, for his own sake, be asked to prosecute his 
maligners for libel and establish his reputation in a law Court. 

9327. The Behar Herald deplores the change in the’ law which makes 

itis sii olice statements recorded under section 161, 

ee Criminal Procedure Code, privileged from inspec- 
tion by the accused or his | -wcoagied. as it has resulted in immense administrative 
inconvenience and a needless waste of public time and money by prolong- 
ing criminal trials without any appreciable advantage. A trial which under 
the old Code could have been concluded in three or four days now occupies 
seven days or more. It has also proved highly injurious to the interests of 
the accused, who is kept ignorant of what is being done by the police: in 
collecting evidence against him. The sourees of police mformatiun could be 
kept secret by recording them in diaries, which have always been’privileged 
from inspection. 


2328. Reopening its comments on the Patna Mohurrum riot case, the 

Amrita Bazar Pairtka states that the prosecution 
was entirely due to the anxiety of the police to meet 
any counter-charge resulting from their indis- 
criminate beating, and the suspicious finding of a dead body near the scene of 
occurrence bearing marks of violence, 


The absence of any Jathie and hurt speaks volumes for the orderliness and 
general behaviour of the huge crowd. 


2329. In publishing the replies of Babu Ashu Tosh Biswas, Government 

Selien ont Pleader, Alipur, to the questions of Mr. Bright, 
reearaigs Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, on the subject 

of police reform, the Amrita Bazar Patrika points out that no real reform is 
possible without substituting Indian for desemen District Superintendents. 
Police work requires not only brain, but capacity for hard and sustained think- 
ing, besides a thorough knowledge of the language, manners, customs and 
instincts of the people, as well as the currents and undercurrents of thought 
and sentiment, and the innermost workings of Indian society. A European 


Police officer is a stranger in the country, and even with ‘ good brains ” he is 
helpless in the hands of his subordinates. 


The Patna Mehavren riot 
appeal. | 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


2330. The Behar Herald writes as follows :— 


thee, ie We invite the authorities to reconsider whether 

buildin ie Peenew Civil Courts it would not be advisable to have the new Civil 

. Court buildings located in the parade ground near 

the present Criminal and Revenue Courts of Patna. The idea was mooted by 

us many hg ago, and we still adhere to our belief that great good would 
come to the public were our proposal approved and adopted. 


2331, The authorities ment the assertion thet, the snineen of 
criminal justice is emasculating t ple, but, 
Menu case of Maula Bakhsh of writes the Amrita Bazar Patrike the al | of Maula 
. Bakhsh of Dacca, clearly demonstrates this fact. 
Maula Bakhsh and his brother, Nannu, claimed by right of inheritance a piece of 
land to which the Government also laid claim, although no rent had been paid 
by anybody since 1838, An offer from one Satis Chandra Gupta to lease 
the land was accepted by Government, and on Maula Bakhsh interfering 
with the canongoe who was deputed by the Collector to give the lessee 
possession, he was prosecuted under section 185, Indian Penal Code, convicted 
and sentenced bY an Assistant Magistrate to three months’ rigorous imprisoD- — 
ment besides a fine of Rs. 100. The appeal was heard and dismissed by the 


Magistrate who ordered the prosecution, but on the matter being brought to 
the High Court, Maula Bakhsh was declared innocent. 4 
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The poor man has been ruined, and there is no one to compensate him 
for what he has undergone. a 
2332. ‘The Amrita Bazir Pa/rita comments on the recent decision of the 
High Court in the case of the proprietor of village 
Amlaoo, thana Raipura, district Dacca, who was 
sentence! by the Magistrate to a fine of Rs. 1,000, 
under section 154, Indian Penal Code, on account of his naib, Madhah Rai, being 
implicated m a riot in which a tenant was killed and two others severely 
wounded. It was proved that the riot was due to Madhab Rai havi 8 
personal grudge against the decease: raiyat, and after the incident he absconded. 
Justices Pratt and Amir Ali disagreeing, the matter was referred by the Chief 
Justice to Justice Rampini, who agreed with Mr. Pratt and confirmed the 
sentence. | | 
Such an important ruling, says the Pafrika, should have been referred to a 
full bench and not a single Judge, The ruling that an absentee lundlord is 
liable to be punished under section 154, Indian Penal Code, for any riot 
commited by his agent, even in the absence of any evidence or presumption 
that it was done with his knowledge, will create alarm and consternation 
among the landholding class, as it arms the local authorities with the means 
of ruining them. The prompt attention of the two Zamindar Associations 
should be given to the matter. 
2333. Referring to the conduct of the City Magistrate in the case of 
_  Fakiruddin of Bankipore, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
The conduct of the City Magis- states that such defiance of the order of a superior 
trate in a Bankipore case. ” ue : 

Court is not possible in any other gy f By 
the separation of the judicial from the executive the Government is afraid to 
lose its prestige, but what has it done to protect people from the perversity of 
boy Magistrates ? ao 
2834. The Amrita Bazar Pairika publishes an application made before 

the High Court for the transfer to the file of some 
Allegations against a Deputy other Magistrate of three cases under sections 
— 342 and 386 against Monsur Singh and another, 
pending before Mr. Lane, Deputy Magistrate of Siliguri. It would appear 
that with the cognisance of the Deputy Magistrate named, the two accused, 
who are respectable zamindars, were led from mart to mart handcuffed and 
with ropes round their waists, and people were invited by the police to prefer 
charges against them. They were also walked nine miles from Siliguri bare- 
footed to a tea-plantation to be shown to the Manager, who was their enemy, 
and were then walked back to hajat. | 
If these grave allegations are false, the Pairtka recommends that the 
zamindars should be severely punished, but if they are true, Sir John 
Woodburn is asked to take due notice of the conduct of the Magistrate. 


High Court decixion affecting 
landholders. 


(d)— Education, 


2335. Referring to modifications likely to be made in the existin 
‘ educational piv as the result of the Educationa 
The Educational Conference. Conference, the Bengalee is of opinion that the 


appointment proposed of a Director-General of Education for all India 18 
sieaeiaiane, om that a dead uniformity of educational standard is also 
undesirable, and must end in failure, if not in disaster. 

The Bengalee is likewise opposed to any radical and fundamental changes 
in the constitution of universities, as they are not required and would do more 
harm than good. Useless members should be weeded out and only worthy men 
appointed in future. Competent authorities should control universities, and 
the burdensome load of: books which oppress the minds and undermine the 
health of the rising generation should be removed. Freedom from the or 
of perverse examiners should also be insured, In fact, reform, not revolution, 


is what is wanted. 


! ign travel is, wri an Mirror 
9336. The popular aversion to foreign travel is, writes the Indian Mirror, 
Advantages of oad tit mn. one of the ener eon ei ber * - = 
di ica and destructive of all incentive to progress. 
Germany. rower eee ee improvement in position 18 desired, Indians must 
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go abroad and see how other nations have advanced. Japan could well 
serve as a guide, for throughout the East no people are so refined, innate] 
aesthetic and enterprising a8 the Japanese. Their greatness is due te their 
adaptation to changing environments, | For the improvement of arts and 
industries in their country, and the acquirement of education, numbers of 
Japanese are visiting America and Germany despite their want of means to pay 
for such education. Activity and te surmount all obstacles. : 

The attitude of Government towards higher education is not likely to be 
liberal in future, but whatever may be its fate in tlis country, Indians should 
follow the example of Japan. Indian boys might well be sent to Japan, 
America and Germany, for the system of education in this country has failed to 
develop the national manhood and improve the material position of the 
people. 


(e) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


2337. The Bengalee advocates the appointment of a Deputy Collector 
to the office of the Deputy Chairman, but is of 
opinion that an uncovenanted officer of standing 
and experience would be better fitted for the post 
than a covenanted civilian in the position of 2nd grade Joint-Mazistrate, 
with only five years’ experience in this country. A very good man can be 
got for Re. 1,000, from whom incomparably superior work to that of a junior 
covenanted officer may be expected. 
2338. The Amrita Bazar Patrika contrasts the present phenomenal zeal 
of the Calcutta Municipality in the collection of 
taxes, with the indifference displayed with regard 
to the necessities and comforts of rate-payers. In ward No, 1 several houses 
in Kally Prosad Chakravati’s Lane, besides some in Upper Chitpore Road, have 
been without water over a whole week, and despite applications and representa- 
tions, hundreds of people are still undergoing great hardships. ‘The /’airtka is 
of opinion that the Municipality is liable to be sued for heavy: damages for 
having put so many people to such trouble through no fault of their own. 


Deputy Chairmanship of the 
Corporation. | 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Iritgation. 


2339. Great want of consideration, says the Bengalee, is shown to clerks 
Clerks in the office of the in the office of the Chief Auditor and Accountant, 
Auditor, Bengal Central Railway. Bengal Central Railway. A man with long stand- 
ing and approved service is dismissed for ajday’s absence, and illness and disease 
are not reckoned with. Proposals for introducing leave rules exist on paper 
and it is hoped that Mr. Staples will take up the matter seriously an 
remove all grievances, | 
2340, Complaints by native passengers of inconveniences and outrages by 
_ Ontrages on the East Indian employés have, says Power and Guardian, become 
Railway. | more frequent on the East Indian Railway than on 
any other line in India. Itis due to the employment of ragged, uncultured 
and ill-educated Eurasians in place of respectable Indians. The management 
are responsible for this, and Lord Curzon owes it to himself to put a stop to this 
state of things on Indian railways, by impressing on the hig uly aid executive 
that, unless they mend matters by employing more respectable men and 


- weeding out their irresponsible and brutish employés, they will themselves have 


to make room for better men, or theline will be resumed. 

2341 The Bengalee condemns the conduct of the Railway authorities 
pee for the gross injustice meted out to Babu Jadu 
| — Nath Bose, late a clerk in the District Engineer’s 

Office, East Indian Railway. After over 20 years’ meritorious service, the 
man has been dismissed for no fault of his own, and has even had his deposits in 
the Railway Provident Fund confiscated. | 

It would appear that in November 1897, a petty contractor made certain 
allegations of corruption and bungling against Jadu Nath, and as the latter 
explained that the District Engineer was himself responsible for the alleged 
auatoriness in passing the bills, the irate official considered the- explanation 
insufficient and asked Jadu Nath to vindicate’ his character in a court of law. 
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A civil suit was instituted at the suggestion of the District Engineer, and 
while this was pending he was suspended under the Chief Engineer's orders, 
Then the District Engineer compelled him to institute criminal proceedings, 
and on the case being thrown out he was dismissed the service with loss of 
Provident Fund deposit on the 25th May 1894. On the 8th July 1900 Jadu 
Nath “a gn his civil suit, but the Railway officers declined to set aside or 
alter their previous order. ae 

An appeal was made to the Board in London and the Agent withheld some 
papers, but has now been called upon to submit them, © ’ 


(h)— General. 


2342. Complaining of ie restriction made with regard to competitors at 

the next examination for appvintments in the 

Guan Daeuanak a Opium Department, the Amrita hese Patrika is of 

opinion that the natives of the soil are debarred not 

because the duties of the Department cannot be performed by Indians, 
but solely that Europeans may be provided for. 

This is in glaring contrast to the state of affairs in Hyderabad,. the 

remier Muhammadan State in India, where the highest appointment under 

its Government has been given to a Hindu. 


2343. The Bengalee — Ps ae case of the dismissal of Babu Suresh 
: andra Ganguli, late Supervisor, Balasore 
PP.) page Chandre Geagulis i vision , extracts from wh ‘ie aaeniiied to His 
Excellency the Viceroy are published, and regrets 
that the Government of India should uphold the order of dismissal passed b 
the Local Government, which is characterised as unjust and wholly out of all 
- proportion to his alleged offence. , 

Babu Suresh Chandra intends moving the Secretary of State against the 
decisions of the Indian authorities, and the Bengalee hopes ‘he will get from 
the India Office that justice to which he is entitled.” 

2344. Referring to the extension of a year’s service granted in September 

Ste Stein: Gtniees Mead 1900 to Mr. Roberts, District Engineer of Purnea, 
Pant: Hoverts, Lisirios Mogineer, notwithstanding the fact that in the previous month 
the District Board had negatived the application, 
the Pengalee rakes up old cases impugning Mr. Roberts’ administration and 
casting reflections on his efficiency, and deems it its duty to sage emphatically 
against a further extension being granted that officer. Such a step would 
constitute a huge piece of jobbery, shutting out qualified men and seriously 
impairing the efficiency of the ublic service, and the Bengalee hopes and trusts 
the Government of Sir John Wooburn will resolutely set its face against the 
retention of Mr. Roberts. 


2345, In view of the fact that the exchange value of the rupee is 
oe practically stationary, and candidates for employ- 

ar compensation allow- Front in India are mow aware that their 
salaries, once fixed in rupees, are not liable to 

fluctuation by the depreciation of the currency, the Bengalee holds. that 
the Exchange compensation allowance should now be altogether withdrawn. 
The writer then proceeds to compare the salaries of European servants of the 
Government, which are alleged to be insufficient to meet the increased cost 
of living in these days, with what is given to native officials, While 
in the case of the former, the State is ‘expected to provide for all his 
social and domestic obligations, including @ loan of money on easy terms 
to defray the expenses of his passage to and from home ; provide for an 
annuity for himself, his wife and children on a nominal contribution, and 
lastly contribute towards the establishment of a decent fund at the close of 
his Indian career;” the salaries of the latter are regulated by the economic 
principle of competition between supply and dema nd. Notwithstanding me 
rise in the price of rice by 75 per cent. within the last 30 years, the 
Government has not been generous enough to afford its poor Indian ucvente 
even a tithe of the relief granted to highly paid European — in the 
shape of compensation allowance and other favourable terms, and allowances 


which they often succeed in extorting from the Government. 
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We are anxious, concludes the writer, to eliminate all racial considera. 
tions from the discussion of public questions, but by a strange and perverse 
fatality, they meet us at every stage. If the truth is to be told, our rulers 
often permit themselves to be dominated by them. — 

2346. Commenting on the Famine gyommission’s recommendation of a 
reduction in the rates of famine wages and 
gratuitous allowances, the Bengalee is of opinion 
that alleviation of distress and saving of lives should be chiefly kept in view 
and not economy. It is 7 possible that in past famines, persons in 
receipt of relief were overfed., ‘Ihe necessity of relief is not admitted till the 
last moment, and the wheels of Governmeut move very slowly, so that there 
seems no necessity of the recommendation that relief measures need not be 
taken till the clearest evidence is forthcoming of the existence of distress. 

2347. The Bengalee advocates the abolition of the antiquated regulation 
requiring mufassal residents to supply provision to 
troops on march or officials on tour, as Zamindars 
no longer possess any facilities for procuring supplies which are not open to 
anyone else, and the Commissariat are quite able to provision troops. No 
insinuation is made as to the condiuct of highly paid Government officials on 
the score of their taking an unfair advantage of their position, although there 
may be an exception here and there, but underlings as the cook, khitmutgar and 


Report of the Famine Commission. 


Russud oppression. 


chaprasi, by reason of their unscrupulousness, often put zamindars and shop- 


keepers to serious loss. 


Sometimes unprocurable articles are called for. 
2348, 


With reference to the recent charge against a Muhammadan postal 
clerk of misconduct towards a female Eurasian 
clerk, the Amrita Bazar Pairika remarks that so 
sania long as female clerks are employed in the same 
office and sometimes in the same room as male clerks, scandals like the one in 
question must occur every now and then. | : 
2349. The Bengalee tells a story of a Munsif’s sarishtadar (the sarish- 
tadar of the third Munsif of Howrah) being so 
overworked that he was obliged to take leave in 


order to get the assistance of the man put in to act 
for him, he himself working throughout the period of his leave. 


“There is a profit of over half a crore of rupees from the sale of judicial 
stamps in Bengal, Still the establishment of the Munsif and the pay of the 
ministerial officers remain what they were in 1868.” 

2350. “‘ According to the last Famine Commission,” says the Amrita Bazar 

nee , Patrika, ‘about a million people died during the 
e mortality. 


last famine.” ‘The reason why these ten lacs of 
people died, in spite of the efforts of Lord Curzon, is that the Government 


was too late in the field, ‘‘ Always late, the Government is always late.” 
The district authorities for fear of being thought alarmists, sometimes stub- 
bornly refuse to believe in the existence of famine, and the local rulers refuse to 
believe the alarming reports of their subordinates, and the result is that the 
Government is always too late, | 

2351. The Indian Mirror criticises the want of care and discrimination 
shown by Government in selecting recipients of 
titles and honours, as such bestowals without re- 
ference to character and qualifications necessitate 


Employment of lady clerks in 
the Post Office. 


The overworked amlas of the 
Civil Courts. 


Indiscriminate bestowal of titles 
and honours. 


withdrawals. 


III.—LeaIsLaTion. 


2352. The Indian Mirror is pleased to learn that a public meeting will 
ee ie ak be held at Poona to memorialise the Viceroy 
Rill. FMENE AVENE against the passing of the Land Revenue Bill. The 


| rinciple involved is of the utmost importance to 
the whole non-official Indien’ auhtic. . See” eee ee 


The systematic ignoring of public opinion represented by official Members — 


of Legislative Councils in India, when they are bent on enacting an important 


legislative measure, has become a bye-word ss ae 
mitted to the Secre ye-word, and a memorial should be su 


e‘ary of State for th ituti the 
Goumitls ec thai’ tl y or the reform and reconstitution of th 


y may cease to be “a delusion, mockery, and snare.” 


ee ee ee ee ee ge 
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Elected Members on all Councils are at present perfectly helpless and im 
and are not unoften snubbed by official Mecabers in chieees of Bills. Steg 
2353. In publishing its Bombay correspondent’s report regarding the 
The Bombay Land Revenue Bill. passing of the Land Revenue Bi the Amrita Razar 
esa Patrika states that the manner in which the Bill 
was passed in spite of the opposition of the entire educated and uneducated 
classes, shows more clearly than ever that political agitation in India has 
not the slightest influence upon the deliberations of the Government in connec- 
tion with any important measure affecting the vital interests of the country. 
A feeling of zd has been displayed by Government officials with regard to. the 
Age of consent measure, the edition Bill, the Calcutta Municipal Bill and the 

present Bombay Revenue Bill. 

Considering the necessity felt for political agitation in England, it is 
strange that Englishmen when put in charge of the Government of India 
should resent it, if carried under legitimate principles. is 

If Government had acceded to Mr. Mehta’s prayer for postponement of 
the Revenue Bull, the concession would have leaned somewhat the sting of the 
moasure, which has created such universal alarm. When the official Members 
found they had no chance of gaining a victory by fair means, they throttled 
their opponents by weight of numbers. They have thus followed the spirit 
of modern civilization, which teaches that the object of a man’s existence is 
the exercise of power over his fellows, although in this case they have made 
millions of people miserable by the use of their votes. 


2354. Owing to recent events in Indian Legislative Councils, the Hindoo 
oe Pairwt is led to observe that the true position of 
Ph — Members of Indian yon-official Members ia he Gees be being 


realized .and found to be neither enviable nor 
desirable, Their opposiiion means a sure place in the minority, as was clear! 

shown in the passing of the Calcutta Municipal Bill, the Punjab Land 
Alienation Bill, and the Bombay Land Revenue Bill. The non-official 
Members represent the people, and if their protests, which are entitled to con- 
sideration, are trifled with, popular representation becomes a sham and utterly 
ridiculous, and the slight is bitterly felt. Hardly any legislative measure 
has been withheld in deference to public opinion, It is hoped that this 


principle of Government will be changed, for no opposition is made without 


tangible ground ‘or reason. 
2355. In the course of a leading article on the subject of Lord Ampthill’s 
complaint that the questions put in Council are 


Lord Ampthill on interpella- ysually devised as logical pitfalls, the 


tions. 


have been provided by the bungling, or worse, of the authorities, 


It is only when the proceedings of a Government will nobear the light of 
day and stand the scrutiny of enlightened public opinion, that there can be any 
When Government has nothing to con- 


objection to the right of interpellation. 
ceal, it welcomes the opportunity of taking the public into its confidence. 


‘¢There is another side of the question to which, of course, Lord Ampthill 
doés not refer, viz., the evasive and unsatisfactory replies which are too often 
given by the Government to embarrassing questions, and to the attempts which 
are too frequently made to shield officers who should be publicly exposed for 


their misconduct,” 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


2356. Referring to the distress prevailing in Uluberia and M yannenge 
on herbs, 
| vegetables and snails, Power and Guardian deplores 
the apathy of the Provincial rulers to the state of affairs, and beseeches the 
Lieutenant-Governor to consider the necessity for affording relief to the starving 
the Indian Association has visited the scene of 
distress in Uluberia, and his report to Government should receive immediate 


where people are said to be living 


Distress in Bengal. 


wretches. The Secretary of 


attention if deaths from famine are to be avoided. 


Besides Mymensingh, Tippera and other eastern districts are affected, 
and Sir John can hardly afford to wait longer to watch the development of the 


position. 


Bengalee 
remarks that the materials for the ‘ pitfalls” must 
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VI.—MiscELLaNzovus. | 


9357. Referring to the crisis in the British, Indian Association 

The conduct of the be sd “«L et Sr vege & following +0 in connection 

ly pst BP og with the election struggle.” The Government ] 
sasnraerasmatssssaiainss i dated the 15th May, conferring the franchise, pen 
received in the Association office on the 17th idem, and a Committee meeting 
was called on the 29th idem, that is, 12 days after receipt of the letter, At 
this meeting the date of election was fixed for the date 10th August, and a 
resolution was passed that “ defaulters be written to for arrears of their 
subscription, as provided in rule 12.” These notices were issued to alleged 
defaulters on the 30th May, but the letter intimating the grant of the franchise 
was not despatched till the 3rd June. Thus the news of an important 
privilege granted by Government was withheld from the general members 
for over eighteen days. In enforcing rule 12, the executive showed a great 
deal of partiality by dealing only with 39 when there were 80 default- 
ers and by addressing some members who were 1, 2 or 3 years in arrear, and 
leaving out others who had not paid their subscription for 5,10 and 16 years. 
The invidious distinction made in this matter is felt as a slur by the noble- 
men and gentlemen from whom money could have been easily obtained by 
polite request, as had been done previously by former executives of the Associa- 
tion, The action of the executive notifying removal of defaulters’ names was 
not confirmed by the Committee who met on the 9th August, and if the election 
had taken place on the 10th, many mufassal zaminders for want of timely 
notice would have been deprived of the right of voting. 
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